


REPRODUCED FROM NEWSPAPERS OF REPORTS
OF THE CHINDITS OPERATIONS DURING
MARCH, 1944.
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Reprinted by Permission from SEAC Newspaper.

March To Beat Hannibal

CHINDWIN RIVER, Tues,—* Hannibal eclipsed ” was the
description, given by the CO of the Fourteenth Army troops
now behind the Jap lines in Upper Burma, to the dogged
performance of his men on the conclusion of the 100-mile
march which brought them to the Chindwin river.

They had marched through torrential rain up and down
gradients of one in one—through impossible country. Some
of the accompanying mules died from exhaustion but the
men kept up the pace.

At the Chindwin they halted for a short rest and a clean
up. In advance the supply units of the Allied air forces
had dropped all their needs, including facilities for crossing
the river—rubber dinghies and small petrol-driven craft.

Last year the Chindits had great difficulty in crossing
the river. This year, however, Fourteenth Army troops
had the inestimable benefits of air supremacy and air power
permits assistance to the land forces hitherto impossible.

Camp Fires Blaze

An officer observer who flew with the commander to
watch the crossing of the Chindwin has described the
scene here. In a plane piloted by an American officer, they
flew low over the river and landed on a sandbank.

From the east bank of the river could be seen a long
column emerging from the thick jungle across the river.
In single file, weary, travel stained, weighed-down with full
equipment and each carrying a bamboo s@aﬁ they trudged
down to the water’s edge, chaffed by their comrades who

had arrived before them.
{
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It grew quickly dark and camp fires sprang up along the
jungle’s edge. Around each sat small groups of men, in
their beards and travel-stained clothes resembling Com-
mandos of the Boer war.

Supplies By Night

Suddenly came the drone of an aeroplane engine and at
a sharp order every fire was extinguished. The plane
roared over them, flashing a light. As the plane circled
for the third time everybody was ordered to the jungle
edge. The plane returned and now its great shape could
be seen. From its side erupted dark bundles attached to
parachutes, which fell with accuraey into the supply
dropping area.

The mail, bread, ammunition and a dozen other articles
badly needed by the jungle parties had been safely deli-
vered from the base, hundreds of miles away, to a tiny
sandbank and they had been delivered on schedule.

Throughout the whole of the arduous march there have
only been 18 casualties. Two have been appendix ” cases
two " jaundice ” and one a broken leg while the remain-
der suffered from minor ailments such as lacerated evyes
from bamboo shoots.

Although the operation is still
be said that a complete surprise
an area vital to the enemy has been successfull ne-
trat:ed. This could only have been achieved by aycc?r;h}-
nat_mn of daring and confident planning and the high
training and splendid morale of these men of the Four-
teenth Army.

In its early stages it can
has been gained and that
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Our plane was heavily loaded with fo-nd supphes and
petrol, and our pﬂnt had to nurse her carefully over the

highest peaks.

We carried two Burmese cmks

Our pllnt had no trouble in ﬁndmg the air ﬁe]d for every
mght smr:e the invasion he had been doing two Burma

“runs,” and now he had this hidden strlp pin-pointed not
only on his maps but in his mind.

As we circled round the edge of the t':up they. switched

on the flare lights, and a green winking Ia:mp told us that
we could land.

Three Jeeps, lights blazing, drove up to our plane carry-
ing a party of Americans who had come to collect supplies.
They were members of “ Cochran's Qutfit ™—the name now
given to the Air Commando Force,

They all sported-beards and looked as though they had
lived and slept in their battledress for days. Se they had.

With brief snatches of sleep they had worked the clock
round since the invasion, and one pilot had averaged eight
flying hours daily.

*“ Hullo, Sport, ” said nﬁe of them—everyone is *“ Sport "
with these boys.

“If you're lﬂokiﬁg for Cochran's deputy you'll find him
asleep under the trees. But be careful how vou tread, for

these Indian kids are quick on the trigger. There are Japs
around. ”’

The deputy is a colonel, an ace fighter pilot and Number
Two to Cochran. With no torch or matches, I stumbled
into a wood on the edge of the field—a U-shaped spinney
that had been fringed with elephant grass before the in-
vasion.

I awakened the deputy and gave him the letter. *“ Hullo,
‘Sport, " he said. “ Find vourself a place under the stars
and I will be with you in the morning.

“1 think we may have a busy day.”

It was a fitful sleep, the chatter of a baboons' chorus, of
barking deers, and the attentmn of blood-sucking leeches
did not help.

I was awakened at dawn by the deputy tearing through

* the woods for the airfield, and a few minutes later his

Mustang was climbing steeply. Japs were on patral.

- When daylight eame I saw that the airfield was strewn
wlth ‘the of gliders: men were collecting the
, using them for camp iurmture and nylon silk

s hung from trees.

.. L . -




H '_“r'ﬂ'

P 'i "
‘_.'|-il-.-

Radio control and operations room were made from
miﬂ&fﬂ. and we sat on glider seats to eat our breakfast,

~ In the woods troops were digging like mad and piling
logs on top of newly made bunkers. They had been
burrowing hard for days, and when you remember just
where you were, it cheer “you up to see how deep they
were digging. '

‘While they worked, pntrols scoured the encircling hills.
Some of these troops were glad to be there, for this was
the sort of warfare they liked.

Spitfires had moved in some days before, and now Mus-
tangs had followed. Engineers were still working to
strengthen strips that had carried more traffic than Croy-
don in peace-time. Tall, rangy Americans sang as they
drove the equipment that has been flown by glider. Fight-
ers, gliders, light planes, supply carriers—it seemed that
every type of aircraft was assembled here,

To-day we received an Order of the Day from a man
whose genius made the whole thing possible. I am not
permitted to disclose his name, but he is a master of the
unorthodox, a man who one day may well become known
as the Clive of Burma. ; |

I met him hefnre and after the operation. He never had
j;he slightest duuht of its success.

- They pinned 1§he Order of the Day,'nn a notice board.
Men read it and re-read it. It is couched in language typi-

~ cal of the man whn—-——stﬂl young—has-helped to write a
- piece of hlBtOl"F.

Here it is;: “ Our first task is fulfilled. We have inflicted
a complete su' rise on the enemy. All our columns are
inserted in the.ghemy s guts. The time has come to reap

¢ < the frmts of the advantage we have gained.

“The enemy will act with ?arymg tactics. We will re-
solve to reconguer our territory in Northern Burma. Let
us thank God for the success He has vouchsafed us and
press forward with swords to the enemy’s ribs to expel him
from our terntor}.r

“ This is not the moment when such an advantage has
been gained to count the cost. This is a moment to live
in hlstory It is an enterprise in which every man whn
takes part may feel proud to say one day he was there.’

s 3 * * * * *

A‘nd here is a message from Graham Stanford describing
how the invasion armada left.

I'l‘ ‘#‘as evening, outside a large bamboo hut on the
| border, and an historic moment,

_ For this was the last briefing of the glider pilots—young
A.mencanﬂ who were to fly British and Indian troops 150
miles behind the Japanese lines in Burma and carry out
the most audacious landing of the war—an operation first
planned at the Quebec Conference,

For the last half-hour these pilots had listened silently
as Colonel Cochran ran through the final details of the
plan which he had worked out with the officer commanding.

They were the air spearhead of the attack. It was their
job to take British and Indian troops into Burma and stay

there and fight.

The sun was settmg over the two-mile strip and it made

ou cﬂuld see there were lines of gliders an
mﬁ; ii:::&’;@ry light and frail beside the giant Dakota
transport planes that were to tow them thousands of feet
over the mountains that separate India from Burma,

(

~ established.

As the Dakota pilots warmed up their engines, Scotes
of mechanics pored over the gliders : laid out the lines of
nylon silk tow ropes that shone in the evening sunlight,

and hitched up gliders to the “ tow ships.”

Loading of the gliders had been going on all day. Mules,
jeeps, equipment—all had been piled into these frail craft
which are still looked upon as flying toys.

Mules—lashing out in all directions—were somehow
edged into gliders and fastened in bamboo stalls : squatting
around the edges of the field were the troops who were to
make the first attack.

- They wore green battledress and slouch hats: carried

‘two knives in their belts and hand grenades in every
-mcket

- Sitting there in the fading sunlight, talking and laugh-

‘ing, they looked the toughest band of pirates that you could
imagine.

~ Walking up and down the field inspecting the gliders
a,nd talking to the men were a group of high officers.

‘There was the leader of the landing force. There was

'.yﬂung “ Phil ” Cochran. There was General Stratemeyer,

uty head of Eastern Air Command, General Old, troop-
carrier chief, Air Marshal Sir John Baldwin, commander
of Third Tactical Air Force, and General “ Bill” Slim,
cﬂh}mander of the Fourteenth Army.

It was probably the biggest evening 1n the lives of all

u!ﬁhem

'he sun went down, and now it was getting very near
to the time when the first Dakotas would roar down the
grass runway with tow-gliders trailing behind.

%ﬁ.l‘“g Colonel Cochran had said that it could be done
he was doing it.

This was the plan. They were to land on three known
fields more than 150 miles inside Burma ; put guards around
them while engineers made a runway fit to carry Dakotas,

Then—if there was no opposition—the troop-carrier
planes would come in. They would be flown straight info .
the heart of enemy-occupied country. They would be
fresh, fighting fit, with full equipment.

That is why the troops were so cheerful as they sat
around the airfield waiting for zero hour. Some of them
had never flown in a glider before ; some of them, in fact,
had never been in an aeroplane. But anything was better
than to walk into Burma.

The main landings were to be made at two fields. Now
the Dakotas and the gliders were all “ lined up” for the
“take off " and the men—quiet and tense—were piling in.

Twenty minutes remained before the launching of this
strange invasion, The officer commanding and the group of
high officers were pacing up and down the field.

At 6-20 on this Sunday evening the first Dakotas roared

down the runway with gliders floating behind, carrying
troops and mechanical equipment,

They kept on their navigation lights as they circled
round to gain height, and then they were away over the
dark range of mountains, on the horizon above which the
moon was slowly rising.

Waye after wave of gliders took off until the field was
empty and the officer commanding and Colonel Cochran
and other officers went back to wait for the signal that the
landing had taken place : that the jungle * beachhead ” was

Then the second phase of uperation&; could be put into

- effect—troop carriers could fly in to support the glider

advance guard.

)
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f lEh iwer the Chln Hills the glider fleet soared on theu
It was smooth flying for all but nine of
11ki%ow ropes broke and they were loose *

er mountains and enemy.
ggled with straining muscles to keep
at so that they could glide back near to the Burma

* der. The troops—unused to the strange feeling of
- gliding—closed their eyes and waited.

5 " i-. 0 of the gliders “ erash landed ” within a few hundred
m of Japanese‘headquarters : the others came down in
ﬁg e or mountains.

S e time of writing, glider crews and men of five of
ﬁlders are safely back in India after incredible
ures. One small party employed Burmese coolies
2 a landmg strip. It was made, and along came one
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rivers, crawled through jungles within a few
f Jap patrols—but they got back and have now re-
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was carried out within 100 vards of
Japanme position. Before they started to swim
agreed that if they were in difficulties they would
t, for fear the Japs were aroused.

.: “‘ ‘this pnrty was drowned without making a

lbwt 9-20 p.m, when the first wave of gliders
hﬁdﬂ where the landing was to take place.
Mtu cut the tow rope and the first gliders
smooth landing. Leaping out of the glider, the
. colonel fired off his tommy-gun into the jungle
W. field. There was no response. The Japs
- The invasion was on.
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In the second wave of gliders came another ace American
fighter pilot and number two to Colonel Cochran. He was
to be “ airport manager.” He was to see that this field was
ready to receive troop carriers in the shortest possible time.

By now the gliders were coming in fast and the sky above
this jungle field seemed to be full of planes and gliders and
the silken tow-ropes that came twisting down and wrapped
themselves round the trees.

One of them crashed. Within a few minutes another
had crashed into it. Men struggled like mad to clear the
wreckage from the runway, for gliders were now coming
in faster than ever. :

There were accidents in which men were killed and
badly injured. Doctors performed operations by torchlight
and they made an emergency hospital by the side of the
field.

One glider crashed in a nearby wood, and a rescue party
struggled through the undergrowth to release the trapped
men. Meantime, mules, jeeps, and other equipment were
pouring out of gliders.

As he gave his orders, one of the British officers sent out
his men to establish defensive positions around the field
and make it a stronghold in the heart of Burma.

At 6 o'clock on Monday morning they started on the con-
struction of a strip for light planes, for the evacuation of
the wounded. At 11 o'clock the same morning the first
light plane touched down, and a few minutes later took off
with wounded.

At 7 o'clock the same evening—Monday—the heavier
strip was ready, and five minutes later the first troop-
carrier plane appeared over the mountain tops, made a
perfect landing, and disgorged 1ts cargo of eager men, who
formed up and struck off into the jungle,

.3 )
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AIRBORNE SHOW

MAKES HISTORY

Reprinted b_'.-l_' Permi ﬁbﬁ'ﬂm SEAC Nangyﬁ;bar. _

BEHIND JAP LINES IN N. BURMA, Sat—An Anglo-
irborne operation which will take a place
st brilliant feats of war in all history has

given the Allies a firm foothold in the rear of the Japanese
18th Division which has been barring the advance from
the Hukawng Valley of General Stilwell’s armies in North
Now 12 days “after the first landings, ~British troops,
ith air. support ba on a landing strip which they

carved out from the jungle, are astride the Jap communi-
Cﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁjﬁ '*t P;',f,.','_' '. o EAtTE ) R i

- Every man, every weapon, every pack animal of this
force was taken into position by air.

‘Spearhead of the force was made up of British jungle-
hardened ' troops and American engineers. They were
carried from their bases in India in gliders towed by US
Air Commando units of Eastern Air Command over the
7,000-foot Chin Hills by night.

ye

As soon as they landed, engineers and troops, working

by moonlight, cleared the jungle to make a landing strip.
In less than 12 hours, the job was finished.

Next night, RAF and USAAF Dakotas and C-47's which

had been waiting on Indian airfields were given the OK
and flew over to land the main body of our ground forces.
More strips were cut.
_ First class staff work was revealed by the fact that it
was not until 8 days after the first landings that Jap recce
planes found the airfields that had been established in the
heart of the territory that for nearly 2 years has been
theirs virtually undisputed. ,

4 JAPS SHOT DOWN

The Jap air force came in to the attack—and got a
ploody nose. Spitfires took off and shot down 3 of the
enemy, badly damaged 3 more. AA gunners on the ground
got a:_lmthf.er. _

Measure of the air-ground co-operation was shown by
ﬁn]f incident in that first attack. A Jap fighter got on a
Spit's tail, and was shot. off by a burst of fire from the

ground.
(

8

_airfields at Shwebo, Onbauk and Anisakan.

Allied .air supremacy was essential to the operation.
The vulnerable gliders could not be allowed to encounter
Jap fighters.

With this object in view, Maj.-Gen. George Strate-
meyer, OC Eastern Air Command, dove-tailed into the
plans a series of operations designed (a) to keep clear the
air-lanes through which the force was to be supplied and
augmented and (b) to keep the Jap air force from spotting
the new landing fields until they were firmly established.

CAUGHT ON GROUND

- It was with object (a) in view that USAAF units of the
v}‘I':;mtical Air Force made their lightning sweep over the
a This raid
“caught the Japs on the ground and smashed 32 of their
Ehters without loss to the Americans.

[

A few hours later RAF fighters flew over the still-blazing
fields and shot up more aircraft. A series of raids within
-':'e:-. next three days brought the total to 63 planes
~destroyed.

he Jap air force was, temporarily at least, crippled, and

yuld offer no serious interference to our airborne expedi-

ot one aircraft was lost in the whole operation, though
séveral gliders necessarily made crash landings.

The existence of this force across vital Japanese com-
wunications must obviously have its effect on the military

in -;. he light of the announcement that British long-range
pénetration columns have crossed the Upper Chindwin.

s vet no land contact has been made with the enemy,
our men—all trained jungle fighters—are awaiting
1, confidence the inevitable clash.

“have had a big preliminary success due to surprise,”

J 5514:1 SEAC spokesman, “ but the Jap is not going to take

it lying down.”

These Air Commando operations, according to him, have
enabled us to wrest the initiative from the Jap in that
area.

THREE DIMENSIONS

We have presented the enemy with the same problem
with which he presented us in the Arakan last month.

In such operations, an enemy can appear and reappear
in front and behind. Warfare is now conducted in three
dimensions.

A situation can develop in which opposing armies inter-
penetrate each other and everybody surrounds everybody
else.

But the side which has air superiority, and well-trained
and . adequately supplied troops will be the ultimate
winner.

It is not known what is the exact objective of the opera-
tions, whether it is part of a larger plan to recover
Northern Burma, a long-distance penetration or a mere
in-and-out raid.

It should be remembered that, however spectacular the
operations, they are limited in scope and should be viewed
in relation to the future war for the reconquest of Burma.

“The Monsoon is not far off,” warned the spokesman.
“ The weather is going to limit the result to be obtained
from the operation.” |

)




CHINDITS

'rw by Permission from SEAC Newspaper.

- CHINDITS H.Q. (delayed).—Chaplains moving with our
m troops 200 miles inside Jap-held Burma are sharing
‘hardships and dangers and living and marching under

‘the same conditions, wntes an Observer with the

| Ifw Force.

" *'L"‘.f!--a admire these men. “I crawled 200 yards and
~ loun qpr padre, who attended to my wound and saw me

5 ai ' back before he returned to the forward troops. He
t m i

d chap,” said one soldier. “ Our padre was
;'. .;"; 1

l"

‘vhen the glider made a forced landing,” said

Christnpher Perowne, Deputy Assistant Chap-

-a who is with the Special Force, said : “ The

goes in exactly as every other soldier, carrying

trammg, wearing the same equipment. He

-“!.' in the life of the column but, above

18 he is a Man of God. Naturally, he assists the
akes use of his own knowledge of first-aid.

' '- :f‘!ﬁ? set speclally designed for use in the
%€, 1s ca lin a poud1 attached to the chaplain’s web

(

Wingate’s Men Rout
the Japs

Reprinted by Permission from The Sunday Pictorial,

HE story of the gallant Wingate forces—the Chindits,

who are battering far behind the Japanese lines in

the jungle of Central Burma—has reached the head-
quarters of Lord Louis Mountbatten in Ceylon.

It was flown out from the Chindits’ positions.

Japanese troops who threw themselves against our de-
fensive positions at a road block in the Katha area were
routed. the message reveals. Their dead who lay along
our defence wire symbolised their complete failure.

Death Blows

In the jungle miles behind the recognised front, the
special force are fighting their own war against a be-
wildered enemy.

Men of famous North Country and Midland regiments
took the brunt of a heavy Jap assault and dealt crippling
blows to them.

The majority of these attacks petered out about 700 yards
from the Chindits’ positions in the face of withering fire.

The night's work cost the enemy over 200 killed and
wounded.

So ends the message, but the Chindits stand at the ready.

9 7”
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R 5,
. Reprinted by Permission from SEAC Newspaper.
| The British troops who formed the glider-borne spear-
~ head of the air invasion of North Burma were taken over
~ the Chin Hills and 200 miles behind the Japanese lines by

" the Air Commandos of Eastern Air Command.

- struction engineers, who were soon to be landed in the
heart of the Japanese-held jungle, rested near the gliders

@ and their twir towing planes while the pilots
& received a ﬁng.,_bﬂeﬂng from Colonel Cochran.

s - T oy o _:.," >

. ng you boys have done in the past can be for-
otten, " hesaid. “ Tonight you're going to find your souls,
onight you are going to take these troops in and put them

b . If there is any trouble with the first few
2 red flare will be fired. But the man who has that
has just told me its in a mighty deep pocket and will
take a lot of finding. In other words those boys are going
_ to do a tough job and we are going to do all of our bit
F : gy | |
tu‘_& p{mk. all was ready. The troops, the American en-
e’

_the equipment, were loaded. Weights were checked.
night ride ahead was through bumpy,
- mountain air with only friendless jungle and

turbulent
jagged peaks
underneath for any glider that might break loose.
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BOYS ARE THE

- Philip Cochran is the 33-year-old Colonel at the head of
~ On the night the operation started, the troops and con-

THEY JOKED '
Men of a famous North Country regiment joked as they

climbed into their machines. Chewing-gum was handed

o

~ round, a few last minute questions were asked, and the
~ spearhead was ready to take off.

One of the pilots made a comment about the troops.
© “T've met some men in this war, ” he said “ but those boys
are the tops.”
~ The engines of the first towing planes started up, and in
~npeat precision, the first wave became airborne. Lt.-Gen.
~ Slim, Commanding 14th Army, Air Marshal Sir J. Baldwin,
.~ Commanding 3rd Tactical Air Force and Brig.-Gen. Old,
- Commander of the Troop Carrier Command, watched the
‘planes and gliders away. In one of the first gliders to leave
~was a Brigadier DSO, commanding one of the forces taking
Spart.
= High over the Chin Hills the gliders were towed, and then
~over the Jap-occupied jungle to the sites chosen for their
“Jandings. Right on time the first gliders were cast off, and
“‘game down in the darkness to land in strange country,
~aided only by the moon,

= A number of the earlier gliders had their undercarriages
“Broken, and there were some casualties, but the troops were
‘mnanimous in their praise for the American pilots, who
performed great feats of evasive action as previously un-

“geen obstacles loomed up.

Once down, the pilots, together with some of the troops
‘they had brought, worked furiously to clear the ground and
0 help the gliders which were still coming in,

PROTECTIVE SCREEN

"Flares were used, and an American colonel on Cochran's
stalf took over the flying control. As soon as their
1achines came to rest the assault troops filed off into the
.iiingle to give a protective screen to the area,

. % At any moment bursts of fire might reveal that the
~ Japanese were about—and the presence of any strong

enemy force on that critical first night might have brought
| ru@ to the plan.

The patrols widened their searches and %’ere reinforced
with more gliders which were still coming in. But there
were no shots—no Japanese. The surprise was complete.

Meanwhile on the landing site the engineers, aided by
other troops, were making the airstrip which was the key
to the whole operation. They couldn’t bank on a continued
absence of the enemy—but even if the enemy came, help
could still reach our men if the strip was ready to receive
the big Dakotas and C-4Ts.

BRIGADIER PILOT

Tree stumps were cleared—ruts dug out, broken gliders
dragged away—and the ground smoothed. In 12 hours the
strip was ready—one of the finest feats of the war had been
done. b4

Less than 24 hours after the first gliders had left then
Indian airfield, the first transport planes carrying troops
landed on the strip. The pilot was Brig.-Gen. Old, hi
passengers, more British troops.

The shuttle service of aircraft men and material wen!
m&ithaut a hitch, and without the loss of a single trans-
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By the time the Japs discovered, eight days later, wha!
mﬂﬂh the air operation was over. The forces had becn
ded, and in the words of AirMarshal Sir Richard Peirs
“ Air-ground co-operation history has beer

. made. ”
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te is leading the Allied ﬁ."?'
at have eﬂablhhed themselves 150 miles inside
urma. ~ enthusiasm necessary to land the men mules and equip-

- Baver Genl .L ment so far behind the enemy’s lines, It is due to the sup-

f.orms part of the Fuurbeenth said &%
£ of the details of the plan, was enthusiastic in its support.

- eaph_man instead of stand=

the rest of the -

“ It_was a great support to me to have Gen. Old, com-
manding Transport Command, a leader with the faith and

port of Old and Cochran that the plan succeeded.
“Air Marshal Sir John Baldwin, when he was aware

We arranged for the tactical and strategical air actions
which preceded and accompanied the plan.

“LRP operations are based on exploiting wireless tel
graphy and aircraft, whose full application is only ju
beginning to be realised.

“ What have we accomplished ? We have now a defended
airport 200 miles behind the enemy’s lines. Around and
beyond we have columns who will strike out and paralyse
the enemy in his vital centres and on his communications.

“The first stage has been completely successful.
thing we set out to do has been done.

“Troops which were not airborne have marched nearly
200 miles through mountains where no treeps or patrols
have ever previously been because the track gradient was
too steep and the undergrowth too thick. The British
troops got through despite these hazards.

“To do this they had to
go a long way round to
help Gen. Stilwell, al-

ready fighting the Japs
on the shortest route.

“The Japs are hardly
a first-class military power & =
—they are years behind. = = &
us technically, although =
brave enough. Before
you can kill Japs you
must have a sound strate-
gic plan. But a very small
force used imaginatively
will defeat them.”
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MAJ.-GEN. WINGATE.

He Restored an Emperor

Charles Orde Wingate, son of an Indian Army Officer,
himself born in India, is one of the most forceful and

colourful characters thrown up by World War IL

He was called “ Lawrence of Abyssinia "—a title he de-
tests—because he put Haile Selassie back on his throne.
He was called “ Clive of Burma” because his previous ex-
pedition marched to within 60 miles of Jap H.Q.

Born in 1903, he went through RMA, Woolwich, was com-
missioned as a gunner in 1923. His first military operation
against smugglers and poachers on the Sudan-Abyssi-
border. He started to make a fabulous reputation with
light squadrons against the Arab revelt in Palestine
1938.
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le Seots Matron of
The Chin Hills

FROM IAIN LANG.

PO men of the first Wingate expedition the name of a
- = diminutive. brown-haired Scotswoman is scarcely less
Il known than that of Wingate himself,
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yﬁpm Matron McGearey, who was in charge of a hospi-

~ tal at a base near the Burma border through which al] but

- a few Chindit casualties passed.

.Lufj_iq;day Matron McGearey is running a hospital to which
the wounded and sick from the airborne forces of the
second Wingate expedition are evacuated.

She was recalled from the hospital in the forward area
- of the Chin Hills front by Lord Louis Mountbatten to
ghde}'take this duty at the request of General Wingate.

~ When a casualty arrives at the hospital, Matron
McGearey's only concern is that he needs attention. and
his rank or the colour of his skin do not matter, So I
found a colonel in the same ward as a sergeant and a
private, and British by the side of Gurkhas.

“It works out perfectly, ” said the matron. “ When men
have been sharing the same dangers they learn to respect

“each other”

All Get Samﬂ.Cﬂre

% It:strue we have an officers’ ward, but it is very small
and when it is full we put wounded officers wherever we
ha ’ They all get the same care.”

tro arey believes in the paramount importance
feeding the brute.” not only when he is a patient but
n he is fighting.
- “The last time I saw General Wingate,” she said, “I
£ gave him a sackful of bottled beer and a cake I had baked
- myself to take to one of the airborne units.”
A
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Aretie Fliers Deep in
Burma

Reprinted by Permission (rom SEAC Newspaper,

INSIDE JAP-HELD BURMA (delayed)—DBritish Spit-
fires operating on the Allied airfield behind the Jap 18th
Division were part of a famous squadron which flew
Hurricanes over Murmansk and later operated with Spit-
fires in Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily and Italy before coming
to India.

They took part in the recent Arakan action which re-
lieved the isolated 7th Indian Division. The pilots include

Englishmen, New Zealanders, Australians, South Africans
and one Canadian.

The Jap has already learned to respect these red-nosed
opitfires which carry the Ace of Spades as their insignia,
The symbol was taken from a German squadron in North
Africa against which they were outstandingly successful.

Three days after their first attack on the field, Jap air-
cratt returned—but they had obviously learned something
from the sharp rebuff they got in their first attack.

Block by Trees

Only three twin-engined Mitsubishi bombers came. with
a strong screen of fighters above. Despite this show of
strength the Japs did not make more than a tip-and-run
raid, racing away as soon as they had dropped their bombs,

Bombing, however, was as nothing compared with the
discomfort caused by a two-hour hurricane. All evening
an electric storm flashed angrily round the hills and burst
suddenly upon the stronghold with a rending gale and a
fierce downpour of rain and hail.

Trees snapped all around, crashing down in the darkness,
but amazingly nobody was hurt.

Screen of Fighters

Nearly everybody was soaked through, blankets were
sodden and the patches that serve for beds were inches
under water.

Nearly everyone, moving about after the storm, fell into
slit trenches full of water and mud and spent the rest of
the night huddled against trees.

Daybreak showed the local geography had changed over-

night. Tracks had disappeared, gaps were blocked by
fallen trees.

Since that night the Japs have been reacting vigorously.
Movement of troops to reinforce the affected areas is re-

ported while their air effort has greatly increased.—API.

Chindits Radio City

Reprinted by Permission of the B.B.C.

John Nixon, BBC correspondent with the Chindits, has
sent us an interesting cable about the way orders are sent
out to General Wingate's force which was recently landed
behind the Japanese lines in Burma. Somewhere in India,
says Nixon, Chindit Signals men have built a complete
radio city. It was put up in less than a month, including
road-making and the laying of some three-hundred miles of
cable. About three-thousand gallons of petrol are used
each week to generate the current for the transmitters, The
receiving sets used by General Wingate’s men are des-
cribed by Nixon as “ extremely tough”. They are specially
built to stand up to all sorts of rough usage like falling off
pack mules and getting soaked in the jungle rivers.—BB(
News Bulletin,
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Second Airborne Blow at Burma Japs goes well

Reprinted by Permission from “News Chronicle"

AILS about the second airborne operation carried
out behind the Japanese lines in Burma were re-
leased yesterday from Admiral Mountbatten’s H.Q. in
Ceylon.

A substantial force was flown in behind the Japanese

lines as reinforcements for the columns already operating
in the enemy’s rear.
- This operation, which was successfully concluded, was
similar to that of the initial fly-in by Maj.-Gen. Wingate's
forces at the beginning of last month, but these new rein-
forcements, although landing in enemy-occupied territory,
found friendly forces waiting.

These were the men of the 14th Army Columns which last
month marched into Burma from the north, crossed the
Chindwin in boats and rafts dropped from the air, and then
headed south.

In the valley between the range of hills in North and
Central Burma these land forces found a clearing ideally
suited for the construction of a landing strip, and sent back
word to the 14th Army H.Q.

No Transport Lost

The American Air Commando, headed by Col. Philip
Cochran, flew in engineers and equipment by glider after
consultation with Gen. Wingate, whose death in a flying
crash occurred soon afterwards, on March 24.

In a few hours a strip capable of accepting transports
was laid out, and Dakotas of the Commando force and
R.AF. and US.AAF. transports were ferrying reinforce-
ments to join the land column.

Among the supplies taken by the glider trains were jeeps
and bulldozers.

The strip has been mnsnlldated and protected and is in

constant use.

After the gliders left RAF. and USAAF. f.l'dﬂ“p( ris
followed them on schedule, carrying troops, pack animal
food, ammunition and weapons for the defence of the str ip

. It was several days before the shuttling transports had
ecompleted the initial tasks, but this was done without the
loss of a single transport, and without interference by the
enemy.

“Piccadilly”’

A US. War Department report on the Wingate fly-in
says the sites selected for the landings were known as
Piccadilly and Broadway.

Of 54 gliders, 37 landed safely, eight descended in friendly
territory and nine in enemy. Thirty men were killed and
33 injured in the landings on the first night, and almost all
the gliders were damaged or destroyed
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~ “Despite ‘the possibility that the Japanese were ready
for what had to be a surprise, despite, doubt and confusion
created by the double briefing, it was determined to go

ahead—all gliders to ‘ Broadway.'"

~ Air Chindits: Inside Story

rmmfuiun from "SEAC" Newspaper.
- MW JINGTON, Tues.—The U.S. War Department dis
osed to-day fresh details of the planning of Wingate
i ‘“‘ imrasmn of Japanese-held Burma.

for the transport, supply and evacuation
of troo && e strength of a division. General Arnold,
comma United States Army Air Forces, summon
*-5’”?"*"1 i h . Philip Cochran and 3l-year-old Col. Jo
.- ;on and directed them to organise and train an a
“ i’ur a speclﬁr: and unorthodox function.” =

on is 2 ‘back in the United States to give a
on the undertaking. He described its

?“1 f.'-q

5 | V I‘* E'Wlth ngate " h'E Sﬂld 0" HE
3 reat man : a gre: er. In the face of many cri
e went ahead.

m February, when fighter planu
u - ranged deep into the J apanm
g up unpomtmn for the invasion,

Ehmn o e
R Seabtion. ‘'was unique in ‘that no one cnmmanda

| dimt charge of the entire undertaking, and thus
ent on the co-operation of the various

_f:.'*._;-". '." 2 an army and air units involved.

ner: frWﬁlEatE'ﬂ forces selected two sites for secret
: grounds in keeping with joint United States
ort. They were called ‘ Broadway ' and ° Picca-

P
.

srs were loaded aboard the first night’s gl
D&!‘E thl‘»‘ﬂalds for transports to follow. The

dwin m:n.l to carry out the operatiol

ki " ographed preceding the opera
jered photo reconnaissance,

mdfnr Broadway ' or ‘ Picea.
s of the two sites arrived.
red * Piccadilly’ hﬂpﬁlm obstructed. Larg,
d beer ""?'7:.:. to all parts of theHle

‘one small portion which might have bee

r Photo Saved Foreei

e, Ma: ’I'he weather * was suitable. Air

~ that neither ‘Broadway '.:'_= or

~ Reprinted by Permission from "SEAC" Newspaper.

WASHINGTON, Wed.—Continuing his report on the air-

borne Chindit landings in Upper Burma Col. J. R. Alison,
~ who with Col. Philip Cochran organised and trained

the force, said that 26 transports and 54 gliders left for
Broadway air strip in the first wave despatched on the
night of 5th March.

Of the gliders, 37 arrived at Broadway, 8 landed west of
the Chindwin river in friendly territory. Nine others
landed beyond the east bank in Japanese territory.

Thirty men were killed and 33 injured in the landing
at Broadway that first mght Almost all the gliders were
damaged or destroyed in the landing and the field was
covered with broken gliders.

Officer Swam River

Four Bulldozers were landed, one being put out of com-
mission, A radio set was put in operation and a signal
sent to the base from which the gliders had taken ofl asking
that the second wave be stopped.

The second wave of single and double tow gliders were
already in flight. All but one double tow were recalled
before they reached the target area.

The officer who had been designated to superintend the
field was in one of the missing gliders of the first flight.

His deputy took over the task of signalling gliders.

“We were in complete darkness. We did not dare show
any lights, ” he said. “Planes were landed at all angles
and their pilots could not see us any more than we could
see them."”

Chowringhee

On 6 March plans were modified to bring into operation
another landing ground, a secondary field, to help to re-
lieve the congestion at Broadway.

A site was chosen and named Chowringhee, after Cal-
cutta’'s main street. As fast as the airborne units of
Wingate's forcée were landed, they were split up into
columns and moved out to fulfil their appointed missions.

No Japanese reaction was noted until 8 March, when an
Air Commando force discovered that the Japanese Air
Force was being reinforced.

For seven days troops and supplies were moved steadily
into northern Burga by transport aircraft operating under

Troop Carrier Command.

A column and the HQ. of one of General Wingate's
units were landed at Chowringhee. Then the field was

closed.

Moon Over Broadway

Next day it was bombed by the Japanese. At Broadway
and Chowringhee in seven days thousands of men, more
than 500,000 pounds of stores, 1,183 mules and 175 ponies
were landed.

~ Broadway mmuined immune to Japanese attack until

B R Jrosies Liows fgWever BpRd o prevent
n  routine flying of aupplles to the

and regular

s by Troop Carrier and.
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W. Africans Took ;'Part in Airborne

Invasion.

Reprinetd by Permission from “'The Eu!asr;ru."

A well-kept secret of the Burma war has been made
public with the announcement that W. African troops have
taken part in the airborne invasion of Burma and are now
mqpenting from Allied strongholds miles behind the Jap

The troops who were specially asked for by the late
Maj.-Gen. Wingate are mostly Nigerians, and unknown to
themselves, were assigned to their important role even
before their ships sailed from W. Africa some months ago.

On arrival in India the men of this formation separated
from their comrades who are now in the Arakan, and pro-
ceeded to a special training area somewhere in India. Here
under the direct supervision of the late Maj.-Gen. Wingate
they were trained along with other Allied troops for the
arduous tasks involved in their special role. An especially
high standard of physical fitness was demanded of both
Africans and Europeans and it can safely be said that the
men who have been flown into Burma in this daring expedi-

tion are amongst the fittest and best trained that W. Africa
can produce.

That they were destined for “ something different” was
soon evident after their arrival in the special training area.

Supplies of the most modern equipment came forward in
almost unlimited quantity and the men, although already
ained in jungle warfare before leaving W. Africa were
aught the lessons of long-range jungle penetration learned
the Wingate expedition of last year.

. Particular attention was paid to physical endurance. An
amusing story is told of a W. African infantryman who on
being handed his “ K" ration for the first time, poured the
entire contents—sugar, chocolate, chewing-gum, etc.,
into a mess tin with some water, consumed the lot and
said it was “ fine."”

- The news that their “brothers” were in action in the
Arakan spurred the men of this formation on to greater
efforts and when they finally left by train for their long
journey across India to their Eastern air-base, spirits and
enthusiasm were high. An officer who was present ‘when
the men entered their troop-carrying planes for the final
move into Jap territory, said that they were much less
excited with what was to nearly all of them their first air
trip, than they were with the prospect of at last getting to
grips with the enemy whom they had come so many miles
to fight. Even the mules, which have accompanied the
men right across India, seemed to realize the importance
of the occasion and behaved themselves perfectly,
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recovered a pair from the river bottom but they were both
nﬂat boots. I wore them for the rest of the journey.

Two of them marched several days with . “The river was about 300 yards wide where we crossed.
h‘hhm ngnf the party wore WE lost our arms in the swamps. They were the worst

mmm his own plll.' in the Chindwin_ _vnhstadm worse than the thick undergrowth which

'~ we could t th by fli
: L/Cpl. William Mullin and his brother Pte. - it one m"’;’g = uﬂ:::‘gh y flinging ourselves bodily at

ﬂm m Chester ; Pte. © b
21 Belle View, Co. Durham::  Cpl Durkin had a narrow escape in a swamp and that
 was where he lost the rest of our food. Heading west we

Thompson, 10 lane, Wigton,
i; Pte. MMIWeId-wenue Chorley, & ::;ltl o} days without food and then ran into Japanese
ply lines.

Pte. W. M. Griffiths, 6 Vernon-street, Barrow-in-
M’i—dﬂ Moffatt, Everton ; Cpl. James Durkin, “ Pte. Paxford sneaked up to a sleeping Jap and removed
his bag of rice. We carried on for another three days

tock-street, Liverpool ; Pte. William Albert Pax-
eig MMWM L/Cpl. Albert  through what appeared to be completely uncivilised coun-
Pa m. Lower Bebington, Cheshire : and Pte - try. We then met a patrol of two English officers and

Potter, 10 Glen-road, Upper Gornal, Staffs. ~  Indian soldiers and joined them. 3
“We had to lie up on seeing a Jap patrol of six and just

‘f "h M l h as far as possible, gescribe
.' before darkness spotted another Jap party with camou-

‘F e Army Observer while his
e oy m of a shave. ~ flaged ponies. During the night we heard a Jap company

o

| .;x.u,L d.# being flown into Burma. coming and thought it too dangerous to carry on further
4&‘ aid. “We had flown to the other side ¢ - so we lay up once more in the bushes.
“du a forced landing jnto “The next day we bumped into a battery of British

Wmuy We were al | ‘and Indian gunners and that was the end of our journey. "
ﬂﬁemhmglﬂwerer | : ' e

A Jap shot Pte. Griffiths in the back at point blank range
but he carried on marching and is recovering.

Rotten Shots
w At the end of the trip there was one water bottle between
;'_é:_f"i _ the 11, and during the whole time their clothes were never

AC . Each member had his job nllntted by the section leader.
of the march. 4 ' vgﬁﬂnewns striking off the days on a calendar.

sed when the glic '_‘_* Whenmemaﬂleﬁmwnsﬁrstundertahnl
OﬁcerJ Hchlhu'-‘-' ol ‘ ~ recce mmmltmmlnniesmthfmdstmmd
y and we drank swa __,; | on their backs were being ferried across and that all the
wks of the Chindwin On  crossings were made at night. Camouflaged assault boats
d to make the cros: *"'" ”ﬁe with outboard motors were also seen. The 14th Army men
wthdtheJﬂ_} mm:ftemptedtommndeerunebutl&ckof
upthebankandh 1 arms was the deciding factor.

" “'The crossing by sampan was as easy as getting across
Sefton Park Lake," said a Liverpool man.
Debris in former Jap areas taught the men how to cook
rice in pieces of bamboo.

‘They also found that inside the stalks of a banana there
hnmdmmmmmnuummm
.hvmutruhhl.
memmmmmmmn point
T wmmmwmmﬁmm
'mmuumﬁmmwmmm
d  return to the fight.

IR !
5 Tk
A i 4
-l . ¥ E k
ok HJ ‘
i
[

n 1
il S TR R A Ol [0 o © ENREE R T S

—~——y




§ AIR COMMANDO IDEA

Reprinted by Ftrﬁﬂl:fﬁ:i r‘ram "The Stalesman."

NEW DELHI, March 20—It was revealed last night that
the idea of the “ air commando "' which so successfully flew
in the spearhead of our forees now in N Burma was first
thought of by Lord Louis Mountbatten,

Broadcasting on All-India Radio last night, Air Marshal
Sir Philip Joubert, of HQ. SE Asia Command, said : “ It
is interesting to recall that this scheme of an air commando
was first thought of by the Supreme Allied Commander,
Lord Louis Mountbatten. He gave the idea to Gen. Arnold
who adopted it enthusiastically and ordered the formation
of such a force for the SE Asia Theatre, He also gave the
name commando to the force as a compliment to Lord Louis
Mountbatten, who, at that time, as head of Combined
Operations, was in charge of the land commandos, "—API
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BITTER FIGHTING IN HEART OF BURMA

Reprinted by Permission from SEAC Newspaper.

SPECIAL FORCE H.Q. 10 April.—First detailed story of
the grim hand-to-hand fighting which led to the capture
of Mawlu, 150 miles in the enemy's “guts ” in Burma has railway line, pursued by accurately-aimed bursts of LMG
reached this H.Q. The 14th Army Observer who was fire.
present at the capture was killed in the same area a few Approximately 70 Jap bodies were recovered from the
days later. wrecked village, which was still smouldering three days

blazing village. Surprised by our determinat.iun and ruth-
lessness. the enemy broke and fled in confusion down the

The attack by our infantry on 20th March, was the climax
of two days’ fighting during which the Japs, after inﬁﬁltra-—
tion, had wounded a number of our men aqd subjected
isolated platoons to intense murt_ar and machine-gun fire.

Air support was immediately given and the officer com-
manding our troops himself led the counter-attack on the

(

‘after the attack. By then the position had been conso-

lidated and troops were relaxing before the next battle.

It is estimated that over 50 p.c. of the Jap troops in this
area were either killed or wounded. Jap communications
by rail to the north have been severed but the enemy are
bringing up reinforcements, including artillery.
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R v | ngate is dead. An announcement from New Delhi

AR SR Fﬂﬂterda.v said that while o a tour of inspection of the

oA, Ve | ablished behind the Jap lines,

AR A #whmh ‘he was travelling

- crashed on a mountain ridge in 1 British-held territory. The
i Amerman crew and two other passengers also died.
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- He _ India when the plane
crashed. An American pilot flying over the area that

AR TR night—24 March—reported a b

. , _ big fire on the ridge. When
the Wingate party did not land at their destination, a

search party was sent out. It took some time to locate

thewreck.

1 Hhiﬂr-(}eneral Orde Charles Wingate, at 41, was one of
the youngest Britons ever to hold that rank. One of the
man:,r hailed as “ a new Lach of Arabia” he was the
one who more than any nght to the descriptmn
"He‘was a distant relative wrence,

n'.l" "
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ﬂf'he snn of an army officer: hn saw cunmderable service
m India—he was born a " 1- der. Unconventional, even

ﬂamb&yaﬁ’t in his ideas of wai fle first came to light as a
g‘uemlia leader in Palestl n @se 1936 troubles.
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War Correspondents
Killed

Reprinted by Permission from " The Stalesmar

LONDON, April 2—~The War Correspondents Stuart
Emeny, of the “News Chronicle,” and Stanley Wills, of the
“Daily Herald, " are presumed to have been killed in the
air accident in which Maj-Gen. Wingate lost his life, it is
officially revealed today.—

Emeny was 40, was married and had two children. He
became a leading war correspondent when he went to
Abyssinia to report the Itallan invasion. After a period
as Assistant News Editor, he went to Palestine during the
Arab-Jewish troubles whereé he was once caught in a
sniper's ambush when motoring from Haifa but ran the
gauntlet and escaped unharmed. He went to India in
1942. He accompanied Maj-Gen. Wingate’s jungle raiders
on part of the 200-mile trek through Japanese territory
and was following up to repert on the new Allied airfield
behind the Jap lines when the crash occurred,

Wills who was 38 leaves a widow. He joined the “Daily
Herald " in 1934 and was appointed War Correspondent last
July, first at Algiers and sinee September in India. Last
February he was the only journalist to witness the relief
of the Tth Indian Division after its long siege by the
Japanese, and in a dramatic cable described the scenes
when the relief convoy got through.

Twenty-nine British and U.S. War Correspondents have
now been killed on all fronts dering the present war (of
whom eight were British) and 34 have been wounded (of
whom 12 are British). Four Bpitish and five Americans
are missing and eight' British and 37 Americans are
prisoners of war, or are interned.—Reuter,
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